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COVID-19 & ILI Trends

Okaloosa influenza-like illness (ILI) remains elevated with the percentage increasing for Contact Us:
Week 50 (current level: 5.62%; normal average: 2.0%). Please stay vigilant, review the weekly Florida
FLU REVIEW for statewide information, and continue to promote vaccination.

Florida Department of Health

COVID-19 levels have also increased for Okaloosa. Recommended actions based on .
current COVID-19 Community Level: Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines. Get tested if you in Okaloosa COUI‘I‘I‘Y
have symptoms. People may choose to wear a mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive

test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask. Epidemiology Section
MONKEYPOX (Updated Name Change: mpox)

The (DC urges healthcare providers to be vigilant for patients presenting to your facility 24/7 Disease Reporﬁng;
with a characteristic mpox rash, which can resemble and coexist with sexually transmitted infections

(STIs). It is important to become familiar with identification and be prepared for specimen collection. 850-833-9065
mpox testing is available through commercial luboratories. Approval for testing is NOT required from

the Department of Health (DOH) if testing through a commercial laboratory. Confidential Fax:
If UNINSURED patients need mpox testing, please contact DOH-Okaloosa at 850-833-9065 for
consultation. The state laboratory will receive specimens for uninsured patients that meet specific 850-833-7577

criteria and are approved for testing by the DOH. Approval for testing is required from the DOH if test- okuloosuepi@flhealth.gov
ing through the state laboratory and is based on clinical presentation, exposure history, and timeline.
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mailto:okaloosaepi@flhealth.gov
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COVID-19 IN OKALOOSA, CASES vs. VACCINATION
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WEEKLY CASE COUNT = CUMULATIVE OKALOOSANS FULLY VACCINATED

Figure 1: Cumulative number of fully vaccinated Okaloosa residents as compared to COVID-19 cases per week. Data reported through previous Sunday.
Data Source: Merlin & (DC COVID Data Tracker

Week 50 Review pifteranee COVID-19 VACCINATIONS
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Data Source: Merlin Database 12 Years of Age ° °

The Florida Department of Health (FDOH) provides the Centers for Disease % of Populuﬁon > o o
Control and Prevention (CDC) with county COVID-19 data, including deaths. 18 Years of Age 79.3% 78.7%

Please visit the COVID-19 Community Profile Report webpage to obtain death
data by downloading the most recent excel file and locating Okaloosa on the

‘Counties’ tab. % of Population >

For questions related to COVID-19 death data, please contact the FDOH Office 65 Years of Age
of Communications at 850-245-4111 or NewsMedia@flhealth.gov. Data reported through previous Sunday. Data Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://healthdata.gov/Health/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9
mailto:NewsMedia@flhealth.gov
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Influenza-like Ilness (ILI) is defined as fever greater than or equal to 100°F AND cough andjor sore throat in the absence of another known cause.
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ANALYSIS: During Week 50, flu reporting partners and ESSENCE (a syndromic surveillance system) reported an increase in ILI activity for Oka-
loosa County. The percentage of ILI ED visits in Okaloosa County increased from 4.90% during Week 49 to 5.62% during Week 50. Flu partners
reported 22 positive rapid flu tests this week (19 Influenza A and 3 Influenza B ). Over the past three weeks, 13 influenza specimens submitted to
the state lab were positive (12 Influenza A H3, 1 Influenza A HINT). There were no ILI admissions or deaths reported by flu partners this week.
One outhreak has been reported in the past 3 weeks. The percentage of total ILI ED visits for Week 50 is higher than that of Week 50 last year.
Note: Other respiratory syndromes can be represented by increased ILI case numbers. Data Source: ESSENCE
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Figure 3: Hospital ED visits meeting ILI criteria stratified by facility. Percentages calculated
Data Source: ESSENCE based on total number of ILI ED visits. (n=139). Data source: ESSENCE
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